
 
South Australian Magistrates Court Procedure – Major Indictable Offences 

Preliminary Examination / Committal Proceedings – Flow Chart 

First Hearing: 
Information (detailing the charges) and 

Report (detailing the allegations) 
provided. 

  Plea of guilty 
Section 103(3aa) 

Sentenced in Magistrates Court 
Magistrates Court of South Australia 

Section 108 SPA  
Note: sentencing can only occur in this Court 

with the consent of the prosecution and 
defendant. The interests of justice must not 

require sentencing by a Superior Court. 

 No plea / Plea of not guilty    
  

 
   

  Hearing: Prosecution declarations 
(evidence to be provided) 

Section 104 SPA 
Note: more than one hearing may be 
required for the prosecution to provide 
all declarations. There are often delays 
at this stage of proceedings. 

  

  
 

   

Hearing: ‘No Case’ Submissions 
Section 107 SPA 

It may be argued that the prosecution 
evidence is insufficient for the defendant 
to be required to answer the charge.  

  Hearing: Oral examination of witnesses 
Section 106 SPA 

Note: this will only occur where special 
reasons exist for witnesses to be called 
prior to trial. 

 

 

  
 

   

Insufficient 
evidence to prove 
charge 

Sufficient evidence 
to prove charge 

 
 

Hearing: Defendant to answer the 
charge (guilty or not guilty) 

 

 
Plea of guilty 

 

 
 

    

Charge dismissed 
 

 Plea of not guilty   

   
 

  

  Committed to trial in Superior Court 
District Court of South Australia 

Supreme Court of South Australia 
Section 109 SPA 

 Committed for sentence in Superior Court 
District Court of South Australia 

Supreme Court of South Australia 
Section 108 SPA 
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http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/sa/consol_act/spa1921220/s103.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/sa/consol_act/spa1921220/s108.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/sa/consol_act/spa1921220/s104.html
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http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/sa/consol_act/spa1921220/s106.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/sa/consol_act/spa1921220/s109.html
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